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The fact is that dedicated service of humanity too can be
promoted by religion. In fact, a lover of God loves the uni-
verse as he sees it as the manifestation of his Lord. No
humanistic zeal bereft of religion can rise to that height. But
what is still more important is the fact that religion brings
redemption of spirit which cannot be attained through any
other means.

There is still another tendency that is constantly trying to
take the place of religion-. It can be called authoritarianism.
Usually in the gross form of religion the authority of the
sacred book or priest or mullah is held in high esteem. This
authority cannot be questioned by anybody. Ritualism of
all sorts flourishes under this atmosphere. A large majority
of people are satisfied only with the adherence to ritualism.
Congregations, ceremonies, worshipping etc. fill enthusiasm
in their hearts. They do not want to fathom the secrets of
religion. For them the outer formalism alone constitutes
religion. There are some persons who are assailed by many
doubts about the nature of the self, universe and God. These
people lack the capacity to indulge in a philosophical thinking
process.

Authoritarianism is an enemy of reason and generates
superstition. It misguides the simple folk and is responsible
for all those absurdities which have- been committed in the
pious name of religion. Ritualism and ceremonies serve some
purpose in the beginning. Bat one has to go beyond them if
one intends to grasp the real significance of religion. Unfor-
tunately a large number of adherents of religion refuse to
grow. It is like a person trying to put on the same clothes
that he wore when he was a child. It is not ftith but dogma-
tism that prompts them to do so. Dogmatism is always
irrational" and har<l to dispel. Real religion can never be
based on dogmatism.

We thus find that there are some prominent tendencies
mentioned he^einabove that divert the attention of a person